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Introduction

This report focuses on patterns of incitement and racism against Palestinians
and Arabs in the major Israeli media outlets. It is based on a project, which
continuously monitors the major newspapers Haaretz, Yedioth Ahronoth and Israel
Hayom; the religious newspapers Hamodia, Yated Neeman and Makor Rishon; the
websites Ynet, NRG and NFC; the religious websites Hadrei Haredim and Kikar
Hashabat; two radio stations: Reshet Bet and Galey Zahal; and the TV channels 1, 2
and 10.

While publishing racist and inciting statements is forbidden by Israeli law, Israeli
media outlets repeatedly provide a space for various extremists, who express direct
racist and inciting views against sectors that Israelis consider their “enemies,” and

especially against the Palestinian people.

According to Israeli law, racism is defined as: persecution, humiliation,
degradation, animosity, hostility or violence, or causing damage to a section of the
population or a group of people, all because of skin-color or an affiliation to a race or

an ethnic-national identity.

Furthermore, according to Israeli law, whoever publishes statements meant to incite
racism risks a maximum sentence of five years in prison, even if the publication did
not lead to an actual act of racism; any written or spoken statement that might

considerably hurt other people’s feelings is considered racist as well.

I’lam’s monitoring of the Israeli media shows that it is full of incitement and racism
and justifies the state’s policies. We can identify the most common patterns by
analyzing articles and news reports. In order to clarify these patterns, we pinpointed
fundamental indicators of racism and incitement in the articles and news reports
included in this report. An indicator is a typical mechanism that allows us to locate
and define basic patterns of racism and incitement, which language and media
discourse reflect. By focusing on the indicators we can shed light on the extent to

which racism and incitement discourse is prevalent in the Israeli media.

The analysis based on discursive indicators is meant to precisely define the

connections between the various incitement and racism patterns, which together



create a general discourse that doesn’t allow the Hebrew reader almost any room for
interpretation. Based on our overall observations, one could argue that the Israeli
media’s basic process of framing news fosters a feeling of superiority over the

“other,” who is usually Palestinian, Arab or Muslim.

This report presents excerpts from a few news reports and articles which include
direct or indirect inciting and racist statements and ideas, and which were published in
Israeli media outlets between September 27" and October 31%, 2013. The report
consists of an introduction, indicators, summary, partial translations of the most
important news, reports and articles that include inciting and racist statements and

their original sources.



The Indicators

One of the main indicators in the current report is the demonization, the de-
legitimization and de-humanization expressed by the Israeli media with regards to
Palestinians, Arabs and Muslims. These methods are part of a systematic campaign
with many purposes, the most obvious among them being the justification of the

Israeli occupation and its policies against Palestinians.

Regarding the materials that appear in the current report, the first indicator of

incitement and racism is legitimization of the occupation. Articles and news reports

justify the Israeli occupation’s policies against Palestinians by presenting them as
“perpetrators of terrorism,” as described by Nadav Shragai in his report." Shragai
uses the general term “Palestinian terrorism,” which according to Shragai requires
“the use of military force and the continuous presence of military and Shabak
forces in areas to which they had returned in order to subdue terrorism and

reestablish security.”

Shragai tries to establish the image of the “Palestinian terrorist” in the minds
of his Israeli readers. He presents all the so-called “crimes of terror” as legitimizing
the continuous Israeli military presence in the occupied territories, since this is the
only way to defend the Israeli settlers without mentioning or acknowledging the
Palestinians’ misery that results from the occupation. In the same context, Dr. Haim
Shayn classifies the Palestinians by groups in his article’: “The Shaheeds, the Salafi,
today’s girls hunters, the initiators of the pogroms in Jaffa, Safad and Hebron,
who started the cycle of violence years before the establishment of the State and
the Six-Day War” are responsible for the Palestinian Nagba, “as a result of their
hatred towards the Jews.” Later on he says, “There is no meaning or logic in
discussing the ‘two states for two peoples’ solution. We should start by giving
one state to one people.” Thus, the only legal state that should be established — even
by means of a “legal” occupation — is the State of Israel, and the only people that
deserve their own state are the Jewish people, since according to Shayn, the
Palestinians “strive to exterminate the Jews” and “refuse to recognize Israel as a

Jewish state.” This so-called solution appears frequently in articles published in the

'pp. 9-16 in this report.
“pp. 17-18.



Hebrew press: Greater Israel belongs to the Jews, while the Palestinians have 22 other

Arab countries to which they can emigrate.

The second indicator is an explicit call for murder, made by many Israeli reporters

in their opinion columns under the pretense of “freedom of speech.” For example, in
an article in the religious newspaper Hamodia,> M. Shalom says that anyone whom
Israel considers a terrorist should be killed without any legal or court procedure. He
expresses statements such as: “The only way to deal with terrorism is to beat it,” or
“Terrorists should not stay alive,” and cited an old traditional phrase: “Kill or be

killed.” He thinks this phrase is enough to justify killing Palestinians.

Shalom further legitimizes killing by linking it to the security of Israeli
citizens when he writes: “Anyone who leaves a terrorist alive will cause the next
killing.” Similarly, folllowing the discovery of a large tunnel by Israel just before Eid
al-Adha, Dr. Reuven Barko said in Israel Hayom* that Hamas commanders should be
killed. His words were: “There is no better timing than Eid al-Adha to send the
tunnel’s engineers — wisely — to consult their leader Ahmed Yassin and to be
raised to the level of Shaheeds, for which they yearn so. Unlike the Binding of

Isaac story, we will not have mercy”.

Barko calls for developing an exceptional case to legitimize any measure, like
killing without a trial and instant executions, which serves the Israeli interest as part
of the effort to create an aura of holiness around the lives of Jews. At the same time,
the value of Palestinians’ lives is degraded, and Israelis may kill them as they please.
Palestinians only need to be deemed “terrorists” who endanger the lives of Jews,

which are more important than those of Palestinians.

The third indicator is the demonization, stigmatization and de-humanization of

Palestinians and Arabs by describing them in negative and animalistic terms, which
rob them of their humanity. For example, in M. Shalom’s article in Hamodia®, he
describes “the terrorists” (a direct reference to Palestinians) as brutal when he writes:

“The rules of human behavior do not apply in the war against terror. There is

*pp. 19-20.
*op. 21-22.
>pp. 19-20.



only one rule here: when you have mercy for the brutal, the merciful will be
brutalized.” In another article by Eldad Bek in Yedioth Ahronoth,® he writes that the

films of Palestinian director Hany Abu-Assad ignore “the Palestinians’ brutality.”

Another example exists in an article by Dr. Reuven Barko,” who uses the term
“Ishmaelites,” which comes from a religious context. The word is used by religious
Jews that see Arabs as the offspring of Ishmael, who are described in the Bible as
“brutal people.” Barko writes: “Millions of Ismaelites sacrifice each other today,
unlike their usual regrettable habit of hurting the ‘infidels’ or the all the
‘others.”” The purpose of this argument is to show that Arabs are inherently
murderous and thus de-humanize them. In an extended and directly racist report
authored by Y. Snir in Hamodia,® Snir describes the so-called “Islamic barbarity,”
claiming that: “Islam is dangerous, Islam allows the forces of madness, hatred
and evil to take control of the whole world, and therefore, it’s legal and
reasonable to be afraid of its growing strength.” He also adds: “Muslims have no

moral dilemma when it comes to murder.”

It should be noted that all this appears in a journalistic report and not in an
opinion column. A report is supposed to be written according to certain journalistic
standards and present different points of view, not racist incitement against other
religious or ethnic groups. The danger here lies with the fact that the information
is presented as a fact and not a thought or an opinion. In another article published
in Hamodia,” M. Shalom claims that Palestinians “are nurtured by the words of

poisonous Sheiks in the mosques.”

In a similar context, the materials published in the current report reveal
clear racist incitement against Palestinian prisoners, describing them with negative
and de-humanizing words such as murderers, abominable, brutal, villains and
vandals. These words were expressed when Israel released the second group of
Palestinian prisoners as a part of a “good will gesture” in an attempt to renew the

negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians. Yedioth Ahronoth, for example,

®op. 23-24.
"op. 21-22.
8op. 25-30.
°pp. 31-32.



published a headline saying:*® “Dancing on Blood: a warm welcome was prepared
last night in the Gaza Strip and in Ramallah for the 26 murderers who were
released from Israeli prisons.” Meanwhile, the headline in Israel Hayom,"* the most
popular newspaper in Israel, was: “The villains are being released” and “Will
murder again.” An article by Nadav Shragai,** which was published in the columns
section of Israel Hayom, described the Palestinian prisoners as abominable Killers,
and argued that comparing the release of Palestinian prisoners with resuming the
construction of Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank is “confusing the

secular with the sacred.”

As for radio broadcasts, they reveal a clear model of the militant Israeli media
by systematically inciting against Palestinians and de-humanizing them; radio anchors
of all backgrounds use de-humanizing adjectives when describing the Palestinian
prisoners and the Palestinian people who rejoice in their release. For example, Oded
Shahar, an anchor of Hakol Diburim on Reshet Bet, criticized the Israeli policy of
releasing Palestinian prisoners during his show on October 28" 2013: “Ministers
raise their hands in favor of this policy without apologizing, but they release
terrorists and brutal murderers. This is the new policy, which ignores
fundamental values. It makes me very sorry, and | miss the previous policy.”
Amir Ivgi, who also occasionally anchors Hakol Diburim, expressed a racist
statement during the show on October 30", 2013, when he described Palestinians who
celebrate the prisoners’ release as having “distorted minds.” He said: “The
murderers were released tonight as part of a well-known scenario; we saw the
photos from Ramallah and the Gaza Strip, but even though they are seemingly
happy, these are not victory photos, because shooting, killing and slaughtering

children and old people can create a feeling of victory only in distorted minds.”

The demonization and de-humanization campaign against Palestinian
prisoners is continuous and long lasting, and intensifies with every new agreement of
a prisoner’s release; The Palestinian prisoners have been long called “murderers,”

“brutal” and “villains,” among many other negative descriptions. On the other hand,

1%pp. 33-35.
np. 36-38.
2pp. 39-41.



the press focuses on the personal stories of the Israeli victims, and completely ignores
the prisoners’ and their families’ suffering. This pattern of coverage serves to turn the
Israeli public against agreements to release Palestinian prisoners, and legitimizes the
harsh living conditions in the prisons.

Another practice is stigmatization through negative adjectives, which are
automatically linked to a specific person or group in order to deprive them of social
acceptance, and to exclude them from general society by presenting them as an
anomaly. This practice is evident in a news report published by Israel Hayom®"
following the injury of an Israeli girl in an Israeli settlement in the West Bank, in an
incident that was not confirmed as a “terrorist act,” although the Israeli press
concluded it was one. The report described a dialog between the father and the injured
girl, where the father said: “Later Noam told me he pointed the gun towards her
and then there were three shots, and then she shouted from the top of her lungs:
‘Help!” | came out of the living room and asked her what was wrong. She
pointed towards the stairs: ‘Daddy, there’s an Arab.’ I realized there was a
terrorist in our house, who came to murder the entire family.” It should be noted
that this report was published in Israel Hayom, the most popular newspaper in Israel
according to the latest statistics. This description subconsciously creates an automatic,

inevitable link between the words “Arab” and “terrorist” in the readers’ minds.

The fourth indicator consists of personal offenses and delegitimizing ethnic and

religious leaders and groups via incitement against public figures, usually
Palestinians. The purpose is to delegitimize their activities and thus justify any
arbitrary measure taken against them. For example, the Israeli press frequently incites
against the leaders of Israel’s Arab citizens by accusing them of “collaborating with
the enemy” and “mobilizing the Arab citizens against the Israeli establishment” in
order to delegitimize their political activity in Israel. In an article by Dr. Reuven
Barko™ in Israel Hayom about Raed Salah, the Islamic Movement’s leader, Barko
describes Salah as follows: “Global Islam is busy with terrorism, and Sheik Salah
is worried; he is getting ready to divert the world’s attention towards us by using

riots and the ‘danger of the Al-Aqsa’ trigger.””

Bp. 42.
Ypp. 43-45.



Another example of incitement is found in Yoaz Hendel’s article, which was
published in Yedioth Ahronoth. Hendel incites against Knesset Member Hanin Zoabi
by describing her as an “expert pyromaniac.” He says, “Zoabi is a provocative
Knesset Member. Since her parliamentary work doesn’t produce any real
results, she produces headlines. Wherever there is an opportunity to present an
anti-Israeli position, she will be there. She pushes the limits, sometimes breaking

them, and hurts hundreds of thousands of Arab citizens.”

Not only does the Israeli press incite against Arab civic leaders within Israel,
but also Palestinian leaders in the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and abroad. For
example, in his article in the religious newspaper Makor Rishon,"> Boaz Shapira
describes the Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas as “the terrorist disguised as a

sheep,” while he describes Ahmed Yassin as “the murderers’ leader.”

In another article published on the NFC website,'® Dr. Ron Briman, the former
head of Professors for a Strong Israel, describes the Palestinian president as “a wolf
disguised as a sheep.” He says: “I’m talking about the new look that the man in
Ramallah tries — and succeeds — to sell to the world, which prefers to bury its
head in the sand and is tempted to believe that he — Abu Mazen - is different
from his predecessor Arafat. True, he wears a suit and a tie and doesn’t carry a

gun, and he looks different from his predecessor, the arch-terrorist Arafat.”

In another direct example, which appears in Daniel Doron’s article in Israel
Hayom," the Palestinian leadership is described as “a leadership of thieves.” The
incitement and personal offenses extend to Palestinian artists, as can be seen in Eldad
Bek’s article in Yedioth Ahronoth,'® where he refers to the Palestinian film director
Hany Abu-Assad as “a manipulator.” Bek argues that Abu-Assad uses cinema “to
spread vicious prejudice against Jews and legitimize violence and murder... and
deliberately refrains from presenting the Palestinians’ brutality.” Bek de-
legitimizes not only political activities but also artistic and cultural activities of

Israel’s Arab citizens.

pp. 49-50.
1°pp. 51-53.
Ypp. 54-56.
8pp. 23-24.
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In a different context we see the de-legitimization of ethnic and religious
groups, as in the article published by Daniel Doron in Israel Hayom," where he
writes that a Palestinian state will inevitably be “a criminal state that will prevent a
peace agreement.” He goes on to oppose the establishment of a Palestinian state,
saying it will be a source of crime and a threat to Israel’s security, which is more
important than the Palestinians’ rights to their own independent state, where they will

receive their fundamental rights.

We also find incitement against non-Jewish religious groups, like in the article
by Menachem Gurman published on the NFC website,”® where he criticizes the
Christians’ demand to receive sovereignty over the Christian holy places in Israel.
Gurman describes the Vatican’s demand to gain control of the remainder of Christian
holy places outside its jurisdiction as “shameless.” He writes that the Church’s
description of Eretz Israel as “the holy land” is “hypocritical.” He also calls for “full
sovereignty to be granted to the Jews and assure the various churches that the

Jewish people are back in their own country for good.”

The fifth indicator is generalization and minimalization, evident each week in

the Israeli press coverage of Palestinian and Arab issues. Examples are found in
several articles and news reports that appear in this document. Arabs and Palestinians
are described as a homogeneous group in negative and de-humanizing terms. The
previously mentioned article in Hamodia by Y. Snir*! is an example of this indicator.
Snir writes that “Islam is a barbarous and dangerous religion,” and that “not every

Muslim is a terrorist, but almost every terrorist is a Muslim.”

M. Shalom writes in another article published in the same newspaper®* that all
Muslims “practice brutal terrorism.” The examples we have presented reveal direct
racist incitement, which is meant to establish a general negative image of Arabs and
Muslims. By repeatedly using terms that minimize Arabs and Muslims’ presence,

prejudice against them grows in the minds of Israelis, which creates an automatic

pp. 54-56.
“pp. 57-61.
“Iop. 26-31.
“Zpp. 32-33.
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subconscious link between Arabs/Muslims and the words “terror,” “brutality” and

other common descriptions.

The sixth indicator is the militant nature of the Israeli press, evident in several

articles in which the authors not only express their opinions, but encourage a harsh
military response against Palestinians. The authors believe they can provide a solution
that will ensure security for Jews, without considering the impact of such a “solution”
on the lives of Palestinians. The authors suggest collective punishments for
Palestinians without making any distinction between political and military actions.

One example is Eitan Haber’s suggestions in his article in Yedioth Ahronoth:*®
“Anyone who serves in the IDF today knows that in order to put an end to the
rocket’s threat, the IDF will have to penetrate the enemy’s territory and occupy
some land.” Another example is found in Yosi Achimeir’s article that was published
on the NGR website,** where, following Israel’s discovery of a smuggling tunnel in
the Gaza Strip, he calls for authorities to stop supplies from entering the Gaza Strip
and continue the blockade: “It’s about time we stop acting like bleeding hearts and
struggle with the blockade — yes or no... The Gaza Strip was and is still a thorn in
our side, and therefore we must stop all supplies to it... These enemies should
stay under blockade until they stop all their crimes against Israel and against
their own people... There’s no more room for compromises and attempts to co-
exist, at least not until the ‘heads of the snake’ [a derogatory term] in Gaza pay

the full price.”

Dr. Reuven Barko also says in the article cited above: “The terrorists’ tunnel
that was uncovered and that had cost a fortune is the answer to those who
complain against the Gaza blockade.” These proposals usually appear next to a
discussion regarding “the moral code of the IDF” — which many consider the most
ethical army in the world — and its “purity of arms” policy, which are meant to refute

facts that reveal the IDF’s violations of the Palestinian people’s rights.

The seventh indicator is forging historical facts by denying the history of the

Palestinian people and their connection to their homeland, as well as sarcasm towards

the Palestinian narrative and continuous attempts to refute it. At the same time,

“pp. 63-64.
*0p. 65-66.
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journalists sanctify the Jewish people’s narrative, emphasize its 2,000 years of
existence while talking about the “chosen people,” and even use the Qur’an in order
to prove that “Eretz Israel belongs only to the Jews” since Palestine is not mentioned

in it.

A frequent argument is that the Palestinains are not a people, but merely
immigrants who came from the surrounding Arab lands only a few years before 1948,
and therefore have no national rights. Many of the writers also argue that Palestinians
should be blamed for their own Nagba and all the subsequent wars against Israel since
1948 to the present. Haim Shayn, for example, writes in his article, published in Israel
Hayom:? “In his speech, the Prime Minister mentioned the cooperation between
the Mufti Husseini and the Nazi regime, who together had a common goal of
finding a final solution for European Jews. The mufti, Hitler and Eichmann's
favorite oriental figure, is adored by many Palestinians to this day and is
recognized as one of the founding fathers of their forged nationality. You need a
large dose of viciousness and sarcasm in order to argue that the Palestinian
Nagba was the result of the Holocaust of European Jews. The Palestinian Nagba
was the result of their hatred, their stubbornness and their wish to destroy the

Jews, a wish that faded away.”

Daniel Doron writes in an article in Israel Hayom:*® “The occupation may be
the least bad option; not only did it dramatically improve the life of Arabs as
individuals, it is also a metaphor. Most residents living in the disputed territories
are not occupied, unless we consider the terrorists we brought from Tunisia
following the Oslo agreements so they would do the dirty job for us and oppress
Hamas (without any court or B’Tselem). Of course, all of this was done in the
name of peace, justice and truth; even if it’s a truth that carefully ignores (1) the
suffering of more than a million Jews that were forced to leave their Arab home
countries at gunpoint, and (2) the threats to destroy the Jewish settlers in Eretz
Israel. At the end of the day, the Palestinians’ and their allies’ attempt to commit
genocide against the Jews caused all the awful wars, the horrible misery, our

tragedies and their tragedies.”

“pp. 18-19.
*pp. 55-57.
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Summary
The most common methods among the ones we have surveyed in this report are

demonization and de-humanization, de-leqgitimization, stigmatization, negative

generalization and leqgitimizing killing and the occupation. All of these methods are

used as tools of incitement, the ultimate goal being to eliminate Palestinians and
Arabs and justify any means to do so. These practices are based on the notion that
Jewish lives are holy and should be defended at any cost against what is described as
animalistic and inhumane brutality. These descriptions — which are meant to create a
certain image of Arabs and Palestinians — attribute characteristics to Palestinians,
Arabs, and Muslims that legitimize any behavior towards them, especially by the
military (as we’ve read in several of the above mentioned articles, whose authors

openly call for the exclusion and killing of Arabs and Muslims).

The examples presented in this report can be seen as part of a vicious cycle
comprising the demonization and de-humanization of Palestinians. This cycle begins
when they are described using negative terms, which are then attributed to
Palestinians as a whole. Palestinian leaders and public figures are personally insulted,
and the Palestinian people’s historical rights are denied. We have discovered opinions
calling for the abolishment of Palestinians’ right to an independent state, legitimizing
the occupation, using military force against them and killing them. These instances of
incitement are not accidental; they are part of a systematic campaign carried out by
the Israeli media, and constitute one of the pillars of Israeli propaganda.

14
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